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relations and connections whose spokesmen they
were. But Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson on the
contrary, a stranger to the customs of the court,
brought a delightfully fresh attitude, and a gaiety
and ingenuity hitherto almost unknown. Far from
neglecting worldly goods, she knew how to make
the best of them and to lavish a royal generosity
on her own; and she did it dispassionately and
with tact and intelligence; she showed herself
charitable towards artists and writers, and had
with them a valuable and faithful friendship. She
had two kindly sponsors to make her debut at
court.

Elizabeth-Charlotte Huguet de Semonville, mar-
ried to the Comte d'Estrades who was killed at the
battle of Dettingen, by her connections with the
Lenormands of Etioles 'was a relative of the future
Marquise de Pompadour; she became her confidante
and friend, and made good use of a friendship of
which she lost the benefits through actions that
were foolish and in rather bad taste. Herself
broken into Versailles' subtleties and refinements,
the Comtesse d'Estrades helped Mme d'Etioles
to avoid its snares and the traps it set for the
unwary.

Besides that, Bernis taught her certain practices
and smoothed away her first difficulties; of an
upright character, outspokenly frank, sometimes
even to the point of rudeness, he -was her friend
through joy and sorrow, disinterested always and
a wise far-sighted adviser. In the beginning severe
in his attitude to a situation that so violated the